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Sharing the Past 


The Hobart Gazette, in 
cooperation with the 
Hobart American 
Revolution Bicentennial 
Commission, is 
presenting this series of 
memories of the Hobart 
scene. The Gazette in- 
vites you to share the past 


‘with the present and the 


future. Just write your 
“memory’’—be it a 
Paragraph or a page— 
and send it to the Gazette. 
Your original copy will be 
turned over to the Hobart 
Historical Society for 
preservation. 
HOBART FLOODS 

by Mary Gordon Ballantyne 

During my memory 
Hobart has had two bad 
floods; the first in the early 
eighties was caused by an 
unusually heavy fall of snow, 
followed by sleet, which 
caused a heavy crust that 
was able to carry bobsleds, 
sleighs and horses cross 
country to Crown Point. 

When the warm spring 
rains came and melted the 
snow the creeks and rivers 
were flooded. 

During those years Hobart 
had five bridges over Deep 
River and Duck Creek. The 
bridges were: the Long 
Bridge over Deep River on 
Third near Main; the Duck 
Creek bridge, from bank to 
bank on Third Street (this 
bridge has been filled in); 


.. two bridges over Deep River 


between the dam and the 
stone arches, called the 


21/9s = 
Brick yard bridges (one of 
these bridges has been filled 
in) and the Grave Yard 
Bridge. a bridge over Duck 
Creek on Front Street. 

The flood waters reached 
to Main Street and Third 
Street and up the hill at 
either end of the Duck Creek 
Bridge on Third Street. 

All the bridges were 
ae with great rope 


sae the dam went and 
the situation was most 
dangerous—on account of 
the debris clogging the stone 
arches over the Penn- 
sylvania tracks—men were 


town would have been 
flooded. The arches were 
fortunately kept open. 

The water was almost to 
the top of the two Nickle 
Plate bridges. These bridges 
were much longer than now. 

The flood in the late 
eighties was not as bad as 
the first flood 


Mary Gordon Ballantyne, 
1874-1959, was the daughter 
of John Gordon who operated 
Hobart’s first drug store. She 
was born and grew up in 
Hobart at 212 Center Street. 


Honeymoon Visit to Hobart”’ 
was by Mary Ballantyne. 
Doris White Ischo con- 
tributed “By Covered 
Wagon?! 
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